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Mr. O’Manoney, from the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
submitted the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H. R. 586] 


The Senate Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. 586) to authorize the Secretary of the 
Interior to sell certain land on the Chena River to the Tanana Valley 
Sportsmen’s Association, of Fairbanks, Alaska, having considered the 
same, report favorably thereon with the following amendment, and 
with the recommendation that the bill, as amended, do pass. 

On page 2, line 7, strike out “$1.25’’ and insert in lieu thereof 
$10.00”’. 

This bill authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to sell to the Tanana 
Valley Sportsmen’s Association, of Fairbanks, Alaska, approximately 
24.25 acres of land located near Fairbanks. The sale price would be 
determined by the Secretary of the Interior but must not be less than 
$10 per acre. 

The association is using the land now as a site for a clubhouse, trap- 
and skeet-shooting facilities, and other recreational purposes, under a 
5-year permit issued by the Bureau of Land Management in 1948. 
Improvements of approximately $10,000 in value have been erected, 
and the association wishes to obtain title to the land before making 
further improvements. 

Since the Tanana Valley Sportsmen’s Association is a nonprofit 
organization and makes available its facilities to other groups, such 
as the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and 4-H Club, enactment of the bill 
seems advisable to encourage development of badly needed community 
recreational facilities. 

Further detailed information is carried in the favorable report of 
the Department of the Interior to the chairman of the House Com- 





2 SALE OF CERTAIN LAND ON CHENA RIVER, ALASKA 


mittee on Interior and Insular Affairs, which report is hereinbelow set 
forth in full and made a part of this report. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington, D. C., August 7, 1951. 
Hon. Joun R. Murpocr, 
Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Mr. Murpockr: This is in reply to the request of your committee for 
a report on H. R. 286, a bill to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to sell 
certain land on the Chena River to the Tanana Valley Sportsmen’s Association, 
of Fairbanks, Alaska. 

I have no objection to the enactment of the bill. 

This bill is identical with H. R. 7753 in the form in which it passed the House 
of Representatives on June 20, 1950 (Sist Cong.) H. R. 586 would authorize the 
Secretary of the Interior to sell and convey that portion of lot 10, sec. 7, T. 1S., 
R. 1 W., Fairbanks meridian, Alaska, included in the W4%SWYSW, and the 
SWYNWUSEX sec. 7, to the Tanana Valley Sportsmen’s Association, a nonprofit 
corporation organized under the laws of Alaska. The association would be 
required to pay to the Government as the purchase price a sum equivalent to the 
reasonable value of the land without improvements as determined by the Secretary 
of the Interior, but not less than $1.25 per acre. The patent would reserve to the 
United States the mineral deposits in the land. 

The association is using the land as a site for a clubhouse, trap- and skeet- 
shooting facilities, and other recreational purposes under a permit issued by the 
Bureau of Land Management on April 29, 1948, for a term of 5 years. The 
organization, which began in 1915 and was ine orporated i in 1937, has 475 members 
and represents a cross section of Alaskans in that area. Improvements of approx- 
imately $10,000 in value have been erected on the land and it is contemplated 
that a boat dock will be erected. The facilities of the association have been 
made available to such groups as the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and the 4-H Club. 
The land is located on the Chena River about 3 miles from Fairbanks. 

The permit which the association holds is revocable at any time upon notice 
if the Bureau of Land Management determines that the land should be devoted 
to another use. I understand that the members of the association desire their 
occupancy of the land to be put on a firmer basis. If the association could obtain 
title to the land, the financing of improvements would be facilitated and the 
Repost of the association for carrying out its program would be greatly en- 
hanced. 

It seems that the association’s activities tend to fulfill a legitimate need of the 
community for recreational facilities in an area where such facilities are decidedly 
limited. Such activities appear to be highly desirable. 

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there is no objection to the sub- 
mission of this report to your committee. 

Sincerely yours, 
Mastin G. Waite, 
Acting Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 


O 





